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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  DELEGATES 
OF  THE  XVTH  INTERNATIONAL  CONFERENCE  OF 
THE  YOUNG  MEN’S  CHRISTIAN  ASSOCIATIONS 
AT  CHRISTIANIA  —  AUGUST  1902. 


\/  our  Committee  recommend  to  the  Conference  the 
adoption  of  the  following  resolutions:  — 

1.  We  would  recognise  with  sincere  and  pro¬ 
found  gratitude  the  hand  of  God  in  the  continued 
development  of  the  united  work  of  the  Young  Men’s 
Christian  Associations,  as  expressed  in  the  varied  acti¬ 
vities  of  the  World’s  Committee.  The  progress  of  the 
four  years  which  have  elapsed  since  the  memorable 
Conference  at  Basle  is  inexplicable  apart  from  the 
direct  working  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

2.  We  note  with  satisfaction  that  effect  has  been 
given  to  the  general  policy  recommended  by  the 
Conference  at  Basle,  and  would  call  attention  to  the 
progress  achieved  on  the  following  lines.  — 

(a)  The  organization  of  over  eighty  new  local  Asso¬ 
ciations,  and  of  three  or  four  national  unions; 

(b)  The  visitation  and  encouragement  of  hundreds 
of  existing  Associations,  scattered  throughout 
many  lands; 

(c)  Helpful  co-operation  rendered  at  numerous  Con- 
ventions  &  Conferences; 

(d)  The  organization  and  direction  of  Secretarial 
Conferences  and  of  special  training  courses,  as 
well  as  the  selection  and  locating  of  secretaries 
at  a  number  of  centres. 
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(e)  The  continued  publication  of  the  „  Messenger 
and  the  conduct  of  the  varied  and  extensive 
work  of  the  Central  office. 

The  fact  that  all  this  work  has  been  accomplis¬ 
hed  without  incurring  a  financial  deficit  gives  cause 
for  special  thankfulness. 

3.  The  Committee  record  their  deep  sense  of 
appreciation  of  the  arduous  and  devoted  labours  of 
the  two  general  secretaries,  Messrs  Fermaud  and  Phil- 
dius,  and  of  the  loyal  and  conscientious  co-operation 
rendered  by  their  assistants,  Messrs.  Schlaeppi,  von 
Starck,  and  others.  The  invaluable  voluntary  service 
rendered  by  the  Chairman,  Professor  Barde,  and  other 
members  of  the  World’s  Committee,  not  only  in  Com¬ 
mittee  work,  but  likewise  in  special  visitation,  also 
calls  for  grateful  recognition,  as  a  helpful  example 
to  the  whole  Association  brotherhood  of  self  sacri¬ 
ficing  effort  in  the  interests  of  young  men. 

In  the  death  of  Mons.  Max  Perrot,  of  Switzerland, 
Superintendent  Karl  Krummacher,  of  Germany,  Mr. 
Robert  Me  Burney  and  Mr.  Dwight  L.  Moody  of 
North  America,  Professor  Peter  Waage,  of  Norway, 
and  Pastor  Wilhelm  Beck,  of  Denmark,  the  world 
wide  work  of  the  Associations  has  sustained  a  loss  the 
extent  and  significance  of  which  we  are  destined 
increasingly  to  realize.  Let  us  unite  our  prayers  that 
God  may  raise  up  more  men  of  like  consecration  and 
ability  to  guide  our  counsels  and  lead  our  forces  in 
the  coming  years. 

4.  We  would  recommend  as  general  lines  of 
policy  to  be  pursued  during  the  coming  three  years.  — 

(a)  The  work  of  visitation  should  include  not  only 
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the  strengthening  of  Associations  already  estab¬ 
lished,  but  also  the  creation  of  new  organiza¬ 
tions,  both  local  &  national.  In  carrying  on  this 
work  in  fields  already  possessing  a  national 
organization,  continued  care  should  be  taken 
to  act  in  harmony  with  the  national  Committees, 
and  to  lead  them  to  assume  as  large  a  burden 
of  responsibility  as  possible.  Moreover,  as  in 
the  past,  effort  should  be  concentrated  on  buil¬ 
ding  up  model  Associations  at  strategic  points. 

(b)  In  view  of  the  benefit  attending  the  Conferences 
for  Secretaries,  the  Committee  should  continue 
this  feature  of  their  work,  at  the  same  time 
encouraging  the  holding  of  similar  gatherings, 
under  the  auspices  of  national  Committees,  as 
well  as  training  courses  for  Association  workers 
generally  at  suitable  centres. 

(c)  The  Correspondence  Department  of  the  admi¬ 
nistrative  work  should  be  still  further  developed, 
to  the  end  that  the  central  office  may  become 
of  additional  value  as  a  bureau  of  information 
and  advice,  particularly  with  reference  to  the 
more  isolated  Associations  &  workers. 

(d)  In  regard  to  the  Publications  Department,  we 
endorse  the  suggestion  of  the  Committee  that 
in  addition  to  the  improving  of  the  „ Messenger “ 
a  fortnightly  duplicated  news  circular  for  distri¬ 
bution  to  the  Association  press  &  among  leaders 
of  the  work,  be  inaugurated.  The  pamphlet 
literature  of  the  Committee  should  also  be  en¬ 
riched. 

(e)  Effort  should  be  made  to  secure  a  wider  and 
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more  thorough  observance  of  the  Week  of  Prayer 
for  young  men.  Too  much  care  cannot  be  expen¬ 
ded  upon  the  preparation  of  the  programme, 
with  a  view  to  ensuring  the  best  spiritual  results ! 
National  Committees  should  co-operate  in  this 
matter  in  ways  to  be  suggested  by  the  central 
office,  as  well  as  in  encouraging  every  Associa¬ 
tion  to  take  a  collection  during  the  week  in  aid 
of  the  work  of  the  World’s  Committee. 

(f)  The  policy  should  be  continued  of  encouraging 
the  national  organizations  to  work  for  special 
classes,  such  as  railwaymen,  soldiers,  sailors, 
waiters,  and  such  other  classes  as  from  the 
nature  of  their  calling  require  specialised  effort. 
Particular  stress  is  to  be  laid  upon  work  for 
boys,  making  sure  that  all  such  effort  is  organi¬ 
cally  related  to  the  local  associations.  In  so 
far  as  the  work  undertaken  by  the  Central 
Commission  of  the  French  Speaking  Junior 
Branches  will  help  to  develop  activity  along 
these  lines,  we  approve  of  the  action  taken  by 
the  World’s  Committee  in  affiliating  this  orga¬ 
nization. 

In  employing  the  various  methods  and  means 
which  have  been  mentioned,  the  Committee 
should  lead  the  Associations  to  keep  in  the 
forefront  the  chief  objects  of  the  movement; 
namely  to  lead  young  men  to  become  desciples 
of  Jesus  Christ  as  their  only  Saviour  and  Lord, 
to  help  them  in  the  battle  with  temptation  and 
forces  of  evil,  to  build  up  strong  faith  and 
Christian  character,  to  form  right  habits  of 
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devotional  Bible  study  and  prayer,  to  develop 
among  them  the  true  missionary  spirit  on  be¬ 
half  of  the  young  men  of  the  World,  and  to 
accentuate  their  oneness  in  Jesus  Christ  — 
all  of  which  is  implied  in  the  fundamental 
declaration  of  the  World’s  Alliance,  the  Paris 
basis. 

5)  In  view  of  the  fact  that  1905  will  be  the 
jubilee  year  of  the  world’s  conference  which  adopted 
the  Paris  basis  —  the  first  world’s  conference  ever 
held  —  we  advise  the  World’s  Committee  to  hold 
the  next  conference  in  Paris  that  year,  provided  that 
satisfactory  arrangements  can  be  made.  Realizing 
the  advantages  of  having  a  registration  fee,  we 
authorize  a  fee  of  25  francs  for  each  regular  dele¬ 
gate.  Approval  is  given  to  the  plan  introduced  at  this 
Conference  of  presenting  a  general  topic  at  a  plenary 
session  &  discussing  it  subsequently  by  sectional  mee¬ 
tings  according  to  language  —  excepting  such  matters 
as  affect  the  policy  of  the  World’s  Committee. 

6)  Recognising  the  close  relation  which  already 
exists  in  many  Countries  between  the  national  branches 
of  the  World’s  Student  Christian  Federation  and  the 
general  Association  movement,  we  express  the  hope 
that  such  relations  may  be  further  strengthened  and 
established  wherever  possible  and  that  all  over¬ 
lapping  be  carefully  avoided  in  the  cultivation  of 
the  student  field. 

7)  The  spiritual  need  of  the  young  men  in  non- 
Christian  lands  is  so  great  that  the  National  Com¬ 
mittees  of  Christian  Countries  should  be  led  to  feel 
their  responsibility  to  help  them.  Why  should  not 
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each  national  union  undertake  work  on  be  half  of 
some  part  of  this  great  field?  A  National  Committee 
in  undertaking  such  work  in  a  given  field  should  do 
so  in  perfect  accord  not  only  with  the  national  Com¬ 
mittee  of  young  men’s  Christian  Associations  in  that 
field,  but  also  with  the  Association  Committee  of  any 
Christian  Country  already  at  work  there. 

A  national  Committee  should  not  begin  work 
in  a  colony  of  a  country  whiph  has  a  national  Com¬ 
mittee  without  previous  consultation  with  that  Com¬ 
mittee. 

The  World’s  Committee  should  co-operate  in 
promoting  the  most  harmonious  and  effective  effort  on 
the  part  of  the  different  National  Committees  engaged 
in  such  service.  In  all  this  foreign  work  a  special 
burden  of  responsibility  should  naturally  be  laid  on  the 
national  Committees  of  the  non-Christian  Countries. 

8.  While  recognizing  the  tasks  awaiting  us  in 
non-Christian  countries,  let  us  not  forget  the  pres¬ 
sing  claims  of  different  parts  of  Europe  in  which  the 
work  is  not  yet  fully  established.  A  number  of  these 
fields,  so  far  as  experienced  Association  leaders  are 
concerned,  are  even  more  destitute  than  some  of  the 
fields  of  Asia.  Every  effort  should  be  put  forth  to 
meet  the  crisis  confronting  our  work  in  several  of 
these  countries. 

9.  In  view  of  the  enlarged  opportunity  and  respon¬ 
sibility  of  the  Committee  arising  out  of  the  last  named 
and  the  various  other  matters  dealt  with  in  this  report 
we  authorise  the  appointment  of  a  third  general 
secretary  to  rank  with  the  two  already  at  work. 

10.  We  authorize  the  Committee  to  adopt  a 
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budget  of  45  000  francs  per  annum  until  the  next 
Conference.  This  is  understood  to  include  provision  for 
but  one  additional  secretary,  with  the  necessary  tra¬ 
velling  and  general  office  expenses  involved  in  such 
enlargement.  We  urge  the  national  Committees  pro¬ 
portionately  to  increase  their  contributions. 

11.  We  recommend  that  the  World’s  Committee 
make  a  careful  study  of  the  best  plan  for  improving 
the  World  s  Conferences,  and  for  arranging  such  other 
international  meetings  as  may  he  found  essential  to 
the  best  development  of  the  work;  reporting  their 
recommendations  to  the  next  Convention. 

12.  We  hereby  elect  the  following  as  members 
of  the  World’s  Committee,  to  serve  until  the  next 
Conference. 

Prof.  Edouard  Barde. 

Pastor  A.  Hoffmann. 

Prof.  E.  Martin. 

Henry  Fatio. 

Louis  Perrot. 

Charles  Fermaud. 

Christian  Phildius. 

J.  Johannot. 

R.  Sarasin-Warnery. 

Pastor  J.-A.  Porret. 

\  James  Stokes,  New  York. 

.  .  f  Cephas  Brain erd,  New  York. 

America . \  TT  a  ™  A 

H.-B.  Ames,  Montreal. 

Hon.  Sec.  R.-C.  Morse,  New  York. 

Austria .  Dr  Ch.-A.  Witz-Oberlin,  Vienna. 

Belgium .  Jean  de  Looper,  Jumet 

Denmark  ....  Count  J.  Moltke,  Copenhagen. 


>  Executive. 
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Germany 


Great  Britain 


France .  Prof.  Raoul  Allier,  Paris. 

Pastor  A.  King,  Barmen. 

Count  A  Bernstorff,  Berlin. 

Pastor  F.  Berlin,  Berlin. 

Sir  G.  Williams,  London. 

D.  Dreghorn,  Glasgow. 

Hon.  Sec  W+-H.  Mills,  London. 

Holland .  E.  Sillem  Amsterdam. 

Hungary .  A.  de  Szilassy,  Budapest. 

India .  Prof.  S.  Satthianadhan,  Calcutta. 

Italy .  Dr  R.  Prochet,  Rome. 

Japan .  Dr.  Ibuka,  Tokyo. 

Norway .  Stiftsprobst  Chr.  Hall,  Christiania. 

Oceania  .....  David  Walker,  Sydney. 

Portugal  .....  Pastor  Alfredo  Da  Silva,  Porto, 

Russia .  PastorA.Findeisen,  Saint-Petersburg. 

South  Africa  .  .  J.-D.  Cartwright,  Gape-Town. 

Spain .  Pastor  G.  Fliedner,  Madrid. 

Sweden .  Prince  Oscar  Bernadotte,  Stockholm. 

Switzerland  ...  G.  Wagner,  Basle. 

13.  This  Conference,  consisting  of  2100  delegates, 
representing  young  men’s  Christian  Associations  in 
31  countries  and  being  thus  the  largest  Conference 
ever  held  on  the  Continent  of  Europe,  desires  to 
express  its  hearty  acknowledgment  of  the  gracious 
kindness  accorded  to  it,  alike  by  His  Majesty  the 
King  of  Norway  and  Sweden,  the  Storthing  of  Nor¬ 
way  &  the  City  Council  of  Christiania;  by  the  heads 
of  the  Church  and  War  offices,  the  Commandant  of  the 
Fortress,  and  others  in  granting  the  use  of  buildings  for 
the  various  sessions  &  services;  and  by  the  many 
families  which  have  so  hospitably  opened  their  homes 
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to  receive  the  delegates.  Special  thanks  are  tendered 
to  the  Kristiania  Elektriske  Sporvei  and  the  Kristiania 
Sporveisselskab,  for  the  generous  offer  of  the  free  use 
of  their  trams  to  all  foreign  delegates;  also  to  the 
Editors  of  the  Norwegian  press  for  the  sympathetic 
attention  they  have  given  to  the  Conference. 

Finally,  we  would  congratulate  the  local  organ- 
zing  Committe  &  the  many  young  men  who  have 
supported  them  upon  the  most  successful  and  efficient 
way  in  which  they  have  fulfilled  their  onerous  duties, 
and  convey  to  them  the  warm  gratitude  of  the  whole 
body  of  delegates  for  their  self  denying  and  devoted 
labours  in  the  interests  of  the  Conference.  It  is  our 
united  hope  &  prayer  that  as  the  result  of  the  work 
of  the  Spirit  of  God,  in  &  through  this  assembly,  the 
Kingdom  of  Christ  may  be  widely  extended  among 
the  young  men  of  Norway  and  throughout  the  world. 

On  behalf  of  the  Committee  of  Delegates: 


John  R.  Mott  Chairman. 
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